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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 18463 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, TH 
SUBJECT: FARMERS RALLY 

REF: A) BANGKOK 18307, B) FBIS/D 221035Z NOV 74 

THE FARMERS FAILED AGAIN TO MEET WITH SANYA NOVEMBER 22, 

AND HAVE AGAIN REFUSED TO ACCEPT DEPUTY PM PRAKOP AS AN 
ALTERNATIVE. SOME OBSERVERS HAVE NOTED THAT MOST OF THE 
DEMONSTRATING FARMERS ARE QUITE OLD, PERHAPS BECAUSE THE 
YOUNGER ONES ARE BUSY WITH THE HARVEST. EMBASSY POLITICAL 
ASSISTANTS REPORT THAT PASSERSBY ARE COMMENTING UNFAVORABLY 
ABOUT THE RALLIERS AND THE FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT 
STUDENTS OF THAILAND (FIST), WHO ORGANIZED THE DEMON- 
STRATION. ON THE EVENING OF NOVEMBER 21. SOME LABOR 
LEADERS WERE SEEN OBSERVING THE RALLY. BUT NOT PARTICIPATING. 
THE RALLY CONTINUES WITHOUT MOMENTUM. 

KINTNER 
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